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The Riveting NEW YORK TIMES Bestselling Saga Continues
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Sure, you’'ve gone to YouTube and watched that occasional, amusing, few-minute-long video whose URL a friend emailed you. But what if you’re in the mood for something longer and at a better picture quality? We took six services offering just that out for a spin: CinemaNow, Apple’s iTunes Movie store, MovieFlix, Movielink, Amazon’s Unbox, and
Starz’s Vongo. Each has a somewhat different take on what your online movie downloading experience should be. They vary in what they offer, how you should pay, and whether you subscribe to a film library, rent, or purchase the content.Though video on demand has been a glimmer in tech execs’ eyes since the turn of the millennium, the enabling
technologies are finally maturing, and three of the services we review just appeared in 2006—Apple’s iTunes movies, Amazon’s Unbox and Starz’s Vongo.There are also a lot of illegal, pirated-movie download sites out there that we don’t recommend and won’t dignify with publishing the names or links of. Some of them are no more than web interfaces

for file-sharing technologies like Bittorrent. When a site claims “all free” movies (which they make you pay a site subscription for), you can bet it’s one of these. The legal movie sites we review claim to take the trip to the video store or that wait for mail from Netflix out of your home theater viewings. Is the convenience worth it? What do you gain and
what do you lose when switching to internet-delivered entertainment? Continued...
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